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It’s hard to believe that we have already come to the end of Term 1! I am so proud of the way our children have settled into their
new routines and classes. Everyone looks incredibly smart in their new uniforms and are already a credit to our school; hopefully

you all will have heard positive feedback at parents evening this week!
I would like to thank those families who generously contributed to our Harvest festival and supported our MacMillan coffee

morning, it is always gratefully appreciated. It embodies our vision, “Let all that you do, be done in love," Corinthians 16:14. Inspired
by Jesus’ example, the St Margaret’s school community aims to serve one another in love. Our children are encouraged to ‘go and

do likewise.’
Next term sees the long run up to Christmas where we have lots of exiting events planned. As we no longer have a PTA, Mrs Rodger
and myself are planning and leading these events. If you would be willing to support us, we would be very grateful for your support,

please message us.
Our attendance so far this year is 94.2%. Thank you for getting to school each day and for continuing to do so on time, even with
the implementation of School Streets. School Streets is to ensure that we have safer pick ups and drop offs for our children. This

prevents people driving along Orchard Street between the hours of 8am and 9am in the morning and 3pm and 4pm in the
afternoon.

Today is Mr Johnson's final day. We are very sad to see him leave to start a new job but we wish him the best of luck and hope that
he enjoys more quality time with his grandchildren. You will see more of the senior leadership team on the gates in the mornings

and afternoons.

68% of our year 6 children sat the Medway test at the start of term. 58% of those children who sat the test passed. Out of the
whole year group, 39.56% were assessed as grammar. We would like to congratulate all the children who showed the resilience to

undertake this examination and hope that school tours go well, no matter what outcome was achieved. We know that you will all do
well no matter where you go for year 7.

I hope you all have an enjoyable half term break doing the things that you like the most and just take a moment to appreciate
those closest to you.

Matthew 11:28-30: "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light".

Mrs Dixon - Acting Headteacher

F I R S T  T E R M  W E L C O M E !

‘‘Let all that you do be done in love’ Corinthians 16:14



Already, we are seeing children who are more
confident in expressing how they feel and
showing bravery in their approach to school life.
We are excited to continue this journey and look
forward to the next term in the Nurture room.
Here are a few images from our ‘Discovery Time’
- a child-led learning experience that is both
challenging and purposeful. During this time,
children are encouraged to explore big questions
through research, creativity, and teamwork.

Miss Hunt

This term, we have welcomed our brand-new
Nurture provision into St Margaret’s.

 It has been a privilege to support the rollout
of this room and work collaboratively with

staff members to ensure the space was ready
for our very first cohort!

It is important to us that the Nurture room
feels like home - a place where children feel
safe and supported. Mrs Vaiphei and I have

thoroughly enjoyed working with small groups
to help them build new friendships across

year groups, develop their social and
emotional skills, and learn through exploring

rich texts and play. A highlight of each
session is always snack time, where the

children take turns preparing the food. We
then sit together to celebrate each other’s

successes - a moment of connection and joy. 

N U R T U R E  P R O V I S I O N



A R O U N D  T H E  C L A S S R O O M S Y E A R  3

T h i s  t e r m  i n  H i s t o r y,  Ye a r  3  h a v e  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  S t o n e  A g e  a n d
B r o n z e  A g e ;  t h e y  h a v e  c r e a t e d  B e a k e r  p o t s  u s i n g  c l a y  a n d  s o m e  i m p r e s s i v e

c a v e  a r t  l i n k e d  t o  t h i s  t o p i c .  
I n  s c i e n c e ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  h u m a n  a n d  a n i m a l  n u t r i t i o n  a n d

w e  c a r r i e d  o u t  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  f a t t y  f o o d s .  
O u r  M a t h s  f o c u s  h a s  b e e n  o n  p l a c e  v a l u e  o f  n u m b e r s  u p  t o  1 0 0 0,  a d d i t i o n

a n d  s u b t r a c t i o n .  W e  h a v e  s t a r t e d  9 9  c l u b  a n d  r e a l l y  p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  m a n y  o f
t h e  c h i l d r e n  m o v i n g  u p  t h e  l e v e l s  s o  e a r l y  o n  i n  t h e  y e a r.  

A s  y o u  c a n  s e e ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  a  b u s y  f i r s t  t e r m  b u t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  a l l
s e t t l e d  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  j u n i o r s  a n d  w e  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  p r o u d  o f  h o w  t h e y  h a v e

h a n d l e d  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n .  W e l l  d o n e  Ye a r  3 !



A R O U N D  T H E  C L A S S R O O M S Y E A R  4
I t ' s  b e e n  a  b u s y  f i r s t  t e r m  f o r  y e a r  4 !  W e  h a v e  a l l  e n j o y e d  g e t t i n g  t o  k n o w  t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  o u r  c l a s s e s  a n d

w e  h a v e  b e e n  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  s u p e r  b e h a v i o u r  s o  m a n y  o f  t h e m  h a v e  d i s p l a y e d ,  w e l l  d o n e !
S a p p h i r e  c l a s s  i s  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  r o u t i n e  o f  s w i m m i n g  l e s s o n s  e v e r y  M o n d a y  a n d  w e  a r e  s u r e  t h e  o t h e r

c l a s s e s  w i l l  e n j o y  t h e i r  l e s s o n s  j u s t  a s  m u c h  w h e n  t h e i r  t u r n  c o m e s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  s e e  m a n y
c h i l d r e n  g r o w  i n  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e i r  s w i m m i n g  a b i l i t y.  I n  o u r  M a t h s  l e s s o n s ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n

s e c u r i n g  t h e i r  p l a c e  v a l u e  k n o w l e d g e ,  r e v i s i n g  h o w  t o  r o u n d  n u m b e r s  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t  1 0, 1 0 0  a n d  1 0 0 0  a n d
t a c k l i n g  a d d i t i o n  a n d  s u b t r a c t i o n  o f  f o u r - d i g i t  n u m b e r s .  O u r  a r i t h m e t i c  g r o u p s  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  t o

r e i n f o r c e  t h e s e  s k i l l s .  M a n y  c h i l d r e n  a r e  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  l o g g i n g  o n  t o  T T R S  a n d  w e ' d  l o v e  t o  s e e  m o r e
u s i n g  i t  t o  h o n e  t h e i r  t i m e s  t a b l e s  k n o w l e d g e .  I n  E n g l i s h ,  w e ' v e  b e e n  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  g r a m m a r  a n d

s t r u c t u r e  o f  s e n t e n c e s  w h i c h  w i l l  p r o v e  i n v a l u a b l e  w h e n  w e  b e g i n  w r i t i n g  l o n g e r  p i e c e s  n e x t  t e r m .  I n
H i s t o r y,  w e  a r e  d e l v i n g  i n t o  A n g l o - S a x o n  E n g l a n d  -  n e x t  t e r m  s e e s  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  V i k i n g s !  I n  S c i e n c e

w e ' v e  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  a l l  a b o u t  f o o d  a n d  d i g e s t i o n ,  f r o m  f o o d  c h a i n s  t o  t e e t h ,  a n d  i n  G e o g r a p h y  w e ' v e  b e e n
l o o k i n g  a t  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a s .  I n  P E  a n d  G a m e s ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  d e v i s i n g  r o u t i n e s  i n

g y m n a s t i c s  a n d  p r a c t i s i n g  t h e i r  h o c k e y  s k i l l s  a n d  i n  M u s i c  t h e y  h a v e  s u n g  M a m m a  M i a  b e a u t i f u l l y !  O u r
P S H E  l e s s o n s  h a v e  h e l p e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  t h i n k  p o s i t i v e l y  a b o u t  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n

l e a r n i n g  c o r r e c t  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  i n  S p a n i s h .  W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  t h i s  t e r m  a n d  l o o k
f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  y o u  a s  w e  m o v e  o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r.



A R O U N D  T H E  C L A S S R O O M S Y E A R  5
T h i s  t e r m ,  Ye a r  5  h a v e  b e e n  o n  a n  e x c i t i n g  l e a r n i n g  j o u r n e y !  I n  h i s t o r y,  w e ’ v e  b e e n

e x p l o r i n g  t h e  f a s c i n a t i n g  G r e e k  c i v i l i s a t i o n ,  w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  f o c u s  o n  t h e  M i n o a n s ,
u s i n g  b o t h  p r i m a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  t o  d i s c o v e r  h o w  t h e y  l i v e d .  I n  a r t ,  w e ’ v e

b e e n  d i v i n g  i n t o  e x p r e s s i o n i s m ,  s t u d y i n g  a  r a n g e  o f  a r t i s t s  a n d  c r e a t i n g  o u r  o w n
e x p r e s s i v e  p i e c e s  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e i r  w o r k .  P E  h a s  b e e n  a l l  a b o u t  d o d g e b a l l ,  w h e r e
w e ’ v e  d e v e l o p e d  o u r  t a c t i c s  a n d  t e a m w o r k  t o  b e c o m e  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l  p l a y e r s .  I n

m u s i c ,  w e ’ v e  b e e n  s i n g i n g  a n d  p l a y i n g  t h e  g l o c k e n s p i e l  t o  t h e  r o c k  c l a s s i c  L i v i n ’  o n  a
P r a y e r  —  i t ’ s  b e e n  a  r e a l  h i t !  I n  m a t h s ,  w e ’ v e  d e e p e n e d  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  p l a c e

v a l u e  a l o n g s i d e  a d d i t i o n  a n d  s u b t r a c t i o n ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r  a r i t h m e t i c  s k i l l s  a l o n g
t h e  w a y.  O u r  r e a d i n g  l e s s o n s  h a v e  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  e x c i t i n g  c l a s s  t e x t  W h o  L e t  t h e

G o d s  O u t ,  w h e r e  w e  h a v e  l e a r n t  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r  E l l i o t  a n d  t h e  e v i l
d a e m o n  k i n g  T h a n a t o s .  F i n a l l y,  i n  s c i e n c e ,  w e ’ v e  b e e n  t e s t i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  o f

m a t e r i a l s  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e r m a l  c o n d u c t i v i t y,  b e c o m i n g  r e a l  s c i e n t i s t s  i n  t h e
p r o c e s s !



A R O U N D  T H E  C L A S S R O O M S
T h i s  t e r m  Ye a r  6  h a v e  b e e n  b u s y  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  S l a v e  Tr a d e .  W e  h a v e  r e s e a r c h e d  t h e  c a u s e s  a n d

c o n s e q u e n c e s  a n d  t h o u g h t  d e e p l y  a b o u t  t h e  h u m a n  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  m a d e  b y  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  p o w e r.  T h i s
h a s  r u n  a l o n g s i d e  o u r  c o r e  t e x t  -  F r e e d o m  b y  C a t h e r i n e  J o h n s o n .  A  s t o r y  w h i c h  f o l l o w s  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  s l a v e  b o y

c a l l e d  N a t  a n d  h o w  h e  g a i n e d  h i s  f r e e d o m  f r o m  e n s l a v e m e n t .  I t  w a s  a  h a r d  s t o r y  t o  r e a d  a t  t i m e s  b u t  Ye a r  6
s h o w e d  m a t u r i t y  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n  i n  a l l  t h e  w o r k  w e  h a v e  d o n e  a r o u n d  t h e  t e x t .  O u r  a r t  h a s  a l s o  l i n k e d  w i t h  o u r
M a f f a  t o p i c ,  w e  h a v e  s t u d i e d  t h e  w o r k  o f  s e v e r a l  b l a c k  a r t i s t s  a n d  r e f l e c t e d  o n  h o w  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  i n f l u e n c e d
b y  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  t h e n  u s e d  t h e s e  i d e a s  t o  c r e a t e  t h e i r  o w n  p i e c e s  t h a t  c o u l d  b e
s e e n  a s  s i g n s  o f  p r o t e s t .  I n  E n g l i s h  w e  h a v e  b e e n  r e v i s i n g  o u r  b a s i c  s e n t e n c e  s k i l l s  t h r o u g h  o u r  P l a c e  Va l u e  o f
P u n c t u a t i o n  a n d  G r a m m a r.  T h i s  h a s  s u p p o r t e d  u s  a s  w e  m o v e  i n t o  o u r  g e n r e  w r i t i n g  -  t h e  f i r s t  o f  w h i c h  w a s  a
n o n - c h r o n o l o g i c a l  r e p o r t  a b o u t  s l a v e r y.  I n  m a t h s ,  w e  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  w o r k  o n  p l a c e  v a l u e  u p  t o  1 0,0 0 0,0 0 0,

l o o k e d  a t  p r i m e ,  s q u a r e  a n d  c u b e d  n u m b e r s  a n d  a r e  r e v i e w i n g  o u r  s t a n d a r d  w r i t t e n  m e t h o d s  o f  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n
a n d  d i v i s i o n .  S c i e n c e  h a s  b e e n  a l l  a b o u t  b l o o d  a n d  t h e  c i r c u l a t o r y  s y s t e m .  W e  h a v e  e x p l o r e d  h o w  t h e  h e a r t

w o r k s  a n d  h o w  t h e  b l o o d  m o v e s  a r o u n d  t h e  b o d y.  L u c k i l y,  n o  r e a l  b l o o d  w a s  s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n s !  O u r  P E
a n d  g a m e s  h a v e  b e e n  f u l l  o f  t e a m w o r k  a n d  s k i l l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I n  d a n c e  w e  h a v e  w o r k e d  o n  a  p i e c e  l i n k e d  t o

W e s t  S i d e  S t o r y  a n d  g a n g s ,  w e  h a v e  s h o w n  p o w e r  a n d  m i g h t  t h r o u g h  o u r  m o v e s  a s  w e l l  a s  f e a r  a n d  c o n f u s i o n .  I n
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  R e l i g i o n ,  w e  h a v e  l o o k e d  a t  r a c i s m  a n d  e q u a l i t y  a c r o s s  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  a n d  r e s e a r c h e d  w h a t  t h e

d i f f e r e n t  h o l y  t e x t s  s a y  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  a n d  h o w  w e  c a n  a p p l y  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  r e l i g i o n  t o  o u r  e v e r y d a y  l i v e s .
O v e r a l l ,  w e  h a v e  w o r k e d  o u r  s o c k s  o f f  d u r i n g  t h i s  l o n g  a n d  b u s y  t e r m .  W e  a r e  n o w  s e t t l e d  i n  o u r  n e w  c l a s s e s

a n d  r e a d y  f o r  m o r e  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  t h e  t e r m s  a h e a d .  W e l l  d o n e ,  Ye a r  6 !

Y E A R  6



On Friday the 10  of October, we marked World
Mental Health Day by wearing green and yellow.
We had a presentation from Mr Saker all about

‘Hello Yellow’ and the great reasons we
celebrate mental health day. Right now, the
world can be a tough place for children and

young people to grow up in – and they're feeling
the pressure. You're helping us raise vital funds

to show them things can get better, so thank you
for your donations.

th

We enjoyed hosting the Macmillan Coffee morning in our
school hall again this year. Thank you so much for all that

came to share in this morning with us, and for your wonderful
donations. We had a wonderful variety of cakes that were

enjoyed by all. The Lower and Upper school choir performed
beautifully alongside Mr Weston, as they always do, and we

had a special appearance from Tony who played some music
as well.

Thank you again to our wonderful school community for your
donations, whether you took the time to attend, donate or
bake for this event, we greatly appreciate your support.

M A C M I L L A N  C O F F E E  M O R N I N G

W O R L D  M E N T A L  
H E A L T H  D A Y



On Thursday the 9th of October, the
new Mini Youth Games series began

with a hockey tournament held at
Holcombe Hockey club. Mrs Reeves
and Mr Knight had the pleasure of

taking 17 children along in two teams
to participate.

It was a day of tough competition
competing with lots of different

schools from across Medway.
Throughout the day, all the children

continued to demonstrate our school
values of respect, responsibility and
resilience at all times even when it

was proving tough.

Our Champions series team competed
in 7 games across the day. They

finished with three wins, one draw and
three losses. This gave them an overall

placement of 7th place.

Our Cup series team competed in 8
games across the day. They finished

with four draws and 4 losses. This
gave them an overall placement of

25th place.

Everyone that participated in
yesterday’s competition should be

incredibly proud of their performances
and were a credit to St Margaret’s.

We look forward to seeing how we get
on at the basketball tournament next

term.

M I N I  Y O U T H  G A M E S



Monday 27  October: Inset Dayth

Tuesday 28  October: Start of Term 2th

Tuesday 28  October: Christmas Artwork Deadlineth

Thursday 30  October: Flu Vaccinationsth

Monday 3rd November: Sapphire Class return to Swimming
Monday 3  November: Year 3 Rochester Cathedral Triprd

Thursday 6  November: Mini Youth Games Basketballth

Monday 10  November: Odd Socks Dayth

Tuesday 11  November: Remembrance Dayth

Wednesday 12  November: Year 4 Kent Life Tripth

Friday 14  November: Children in Need Day (Wear Red)th

Monday 24  November: Turquoise Class to start Swimmingth

Thursday 27  November: Mini Youth Games Badmintonth

Thursday 4  December: Christmas Fayreth

Friday 12  December: Christmas Jumper Dayth

Wednesday 17  December: Christmas Dinner Dayth

Thursday 18  December: Own Clothes Dayth

Friday 19  December: Christmas Service and Carols on the
Playground - End of Term 2

th

K E Y  D A T E S  F O R  T E R M  2

AT T E N DA N C E

‘‘Let all that you do be done in love’ Corinthians 16:14

D e a r  P a r e n t s  a n d  G u a r d i a n s ,
W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s h a r e  a  q u i c k  s n a p s h o t  o f  o u r  s c h o o l ’ s  a t t e n d a n c e  f o r  t e r m  1 .

·  O v e r a l l  A t t e n d a n c e  R a t e :  9 4 . 8 %  ( N a t i o n a l  Av  9 5 . 5 % )
·  A u t h o r i s e d  A t t e n d a n c e  R a t e  2 . 7 %  ( N a t i o n a l  Av  3 % )

·  U n a u t h o r i s e d  A t t e n d a n c e  r a t e  2 . 5 %  ( N a t i o n a l  Av  1 . 5 % )
·  L a t e  0 . 5 8 %

R e g u l a r  a t t e n d a n c e  i s  v i t a l  f o r  a c a d e m i c  s u c c e s s  a n d  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .
U n a u t h o r i s e d  a b s e n c e  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  t e r m  t i m e  h o l i d a y s  c a n  i m p a c t  o n  a  c h i l d

b y  c a u s i n g :
·  A c a d e m i c  D i s r u p t i o n :  M i s s i n g  s c h o o l  c a n  i n t e r r u p t  l e a r n i n g  c o n t i n u i t y ,
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  b u i l d  s e q u e n t i a l l y  l i k e  m a t h s  a n d  l a n g u a g e s .

·  S o c i a l  D i s c o n n e c t i o n :  C h i l d r e n  m a y  f e e l  l e f t  o u t  o f  p e e r  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  g r o u p
p r o j e c t s ,  w h i c h  c a n  a f f e c t  t h e i r  s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n .

·  R o u t i n e  D i s r u p t i o n :  F o r  n e u r o d i v e r g e n t  c h i l d r e n  o r  t h o s e  w i t h  l e a r n i n g
d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  c h a n g e s  i n  r o u t i n e  c a n  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s o r i e n t i n g .

·  S t r e s s  o n  R e t u r n :  C a t c h i n g  u p  o n  m i s s e d  w o r k  c a n  b e  s t r e s s f u l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f
t h e  a b s e n c e  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  a s s e s s m e n t s  o r  k e y  l e a r n i n g  p e r i o d s .

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  i n  e n s u r i n g  y o u r  c h i l d  a r r i v e s  o n  t i m e
a n d  a t t e n d s  s c h o o l  e v e r y  d a y .  I f  y o u r  c h i l d  i s  u n w e l l  o r  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d ,  p l e a s e

n o t i f y  t h e  s c h o o l  o f f i c e  a s  e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .
L e t ’ s  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  r e a c h  o u r  g o a l  o f  96 %  a t t e n d a n c e  n e x t  m o n t h !

W a r m  r e g a r d s ,
M i s s  L a c y

P a s t o r a l  A t t e n d a n c e  O f f i c e r


